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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sirs: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the references set forth below and listed 
on the attached form PTO-1449 are being brought to the attention of the Examiner for 
consideration in connection with the examination of the above-identified patent application. 
Copies of the cited references are enclosed. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, the filing of this information disclosure 
statement shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made; an admission 
that the information cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability 
as defined in § 1 .56(b); or an admission that the information cited in the statement is, or is 
considered to be, prior art. 




It is respectfully requested that the Examiner indicate consideration of the cited 
references by returning a copy of the attached form PTO-1449 with initials or other 
appropriate marks. 

This information disclosure statement is being filed, to the best of applicant's 
knowledge, before issuance of a first Office Action on the merits. 

The attached form PTO-1449 lists four Japanese patent documents cited in a 
communication by the Japanese Patent Office in a counterpart foreign application. An 
English language version of the communication from the Japanese Patent Office, which 
indicates a degree of relevance found by the Japanese Patent Office for each such Japanese 
patent document, is also listed on the form PTO-1449 and enclosed herewith. In addition, for 
each such Japanese patent document, one or more of the following are also enclosed herewith: 
(a) an abstract from esp@cenet for the Japanese Patent; (b) a U.S. Patent issuing from the 
U.S. priority application for the Japanese Patent; and/or, (c) a European Patent application 
claiming priority to the same US priority application as the Japanese Patent. 

No fee is believed to be required for this Supplemental Information Disclosure 
Statement. However, if any fee is required, or to cover any deficiency in fees already paid, 
authorization is hereby given to charge our Deposit Account No. 50-1631. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



Date: September 10, 2003 




PTO Correspondence Address: 
CUMMINGS & LOCKWOOD 
Granite Square 
700 State Street 
P.O. Box 1960 

New Haven, CT 06509-1960 
Phone: (860)275-7043 
Fax: (860)424-4765 
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